Phar macy

SampleThree-Year CoursePlan for Common Prerequisites

Fall Term Winter Term SpringTerm
CH221(4) CH222(4) CH223(4)
CH227(2) CH228(2) CH229(2)
MATH 111 (4) MATH 112 (4) MATH 251 (4)
WR 121 (4) WR 122 0r 123 (4) Bl 2124 (4)

(14 Credits) Bl 2114 (4) (14 Credits)
(18 Credits)
Bl 214%(4) CH335(4) CH336(4)
CH331(4) BI 322 (4) BI330(3)
EC201(4) CH338(3) BI331(2)
CHEM 337(3) MATH 243 (4) PEC2412(2)
(15 Credits) (15 Credits) Arts& LettersElec.®(4)
(15 Credits)

HPHY 313°(3) HPHY 314°(3) PHYS203(4)
HPHY 316°(2) HPHY 317°(2) PHY S206(2)
PHYS201(4) PHY S202(4) PSY 201 (4)
PHYS204(2) PHYS205(2) CPSY 410*(3)
AC Course® (4) IC Course®(4) IP Course® (4)
15 Credits) (15 Credits) (17 Credits)

1. This course satisfies OSU’s Interpersonal Communication requirement.

2. Thiscourseisfor CPR certification. Course can also be taken through the Red Cross.

3. These courses are not required for admission, but can be used to finish a
bachelor’s degree in the second year of pharmacy school. AC, IC, and IPare

multicultural course categories.
4. These biology courses can be substituted for the BIO 251-253 sequence, however Bl

251-253 must be taken before or concurrently with organic chemistry (CH 331-338).

5. Student may substitute one year of biochemistry (CH 461-463) in place of human
physiology.
Moreinformation can befound at the American Association of
Collegesof Phar macy website: www.aacp.or g.
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What isPharmacy?

Pharmacistsplay avita roleinthe health care system

through themedicineandinformation they provide. A pharmacist’sresponsi-
bilitiesincludearangeof carefor patients, from dispensing medicationsto
monitoring patient health and progressto maximizetheir responseto the
medi cation. Pharmacists a so educate consumersand patients on the use of
prescriptions and over-the-counter medications, and advise physicians,
nurses, and other health professionalson drug decisions. Pharmacistsalso
provide expertise about the composition of drugs, including their chemical,
biological, and physica propertiesand their maufactureand use.

What aretheoccupational optionsfor pharmacists?

TheAmerican Association of Collegesof Pharmacy (AACP) postsalink on
itswebsiteto the Pfizer Guideto Careersin Pharmacy (http:/

www.pfi zercareergui des.com/pdfs/pharmacy.pdf). Thisguidehasdetailed
descriptionsfor anumber of practice areasthat include: academicsand
research, drugstore chains, critical care, home care, hospices, hospital staff,
industry, nuclear pharmacy, nutrition support, oncol ogy, operating rooms,
pediatrics, poison control, psychiatry, public hedth, and veterinary phar-

mecy.

What isthejob outlook for pharmacists?

AccordingtotheAACP, “ Thedemand for trained pharmacy professionals
has exploded in recent yearsdueto therapid growth of the health care and
pharmaceutical industries. Most pharmacy graduates can expect to receive
multiplejob offersat thetimeof graduation...” They list theresultsof a
survey by Drug Topicsmagazine from 2003 which says, “ Of thesix practice
settings studied, health maintenance organi zation pharmacistswerethe
highest paid ($89,247), whileindependent pharmacistswerethelowest paid
($76,724). Theaverageyearly sdariesfor pharmacistsemployed in other
settingswere $81,978 (hospital), $84,565 (chain), $87,561 (discount store/
mass-merchandiser), and $87,589 (supermarket).

What aretheeducation requirements?

Students must earn aPharm.D. degreeto becomeapharmacist. Attheend
of the Pharm.D. program studentswill takethe NAPLEX (NorthAmerican
Pharmacist Licensure Examination) in order toearntheir license. Pharm.D.
programsrequireat least 2 yearsof prerequisite study, although the magjority
of collegesadmit studentswith 3 yearsor more of college study. Some
schoolsrequireor give preference to those who earn abaccalaureate (B.A./

B.S.) degreeprior to admission. Pharm.D. programsaretypically 3-4 years
inlength.

What aretheadmission requirements?

Admissionrequirementsvary from school to school. Studentsare advised to
view the Pharmacy School Admission Requirements(PSAR) onlineat
www.aacp.org or to goto theindividua school websites. Itishighly recom-
mended that you consult with the pharmacy adviser when planning prerequi-
sitestudy. Schoolstypically require coursework in biology, genera chemis-
try, organic chemistry, mathemeatics, and English. Many schoolsrequire
microbiology, anatomy and physiology, and physics, aswell asvarious
coursesinsocia sciencesand/or artsand humanities. The program plan
included in thispamphlet coversthe prerequisitesrequired for gpplicationto
Oregon State University.

Arethereadditional requirements?

Approximately half of the pharmacy schoolsrequirethe PCAT (Pharmacy
CollegeAdmission Test). Itisadministered threetimes per year andin-
cludes subtestson the basic principlesof biology and chemistry, quantitative
ability, verba ability, and reading comprehension. Thetest dsoincludesan
essay sectionto evaluatecritical thinking skills. OSU doesNOT requirethe
PCAT. Someschoolsrequirelettersof recommendation from applicants.

L ettersfrom sciencefaculty arerecommended, aswell asaletter froma
pharmacist if ssudentshaveexperienceinthefield.

How dol apply?

Approximately haf of the pharmacy schoolsusethe PharmCASapplication
service (www.pharmcas.org). Thisisacentralized application servicethat
allowsstudentsto submit asingle application and oneset of officia tran-
scriptsto multiple Pharm.D. programs. Studentsapplying to non-participat-
ing school sshould contact theindividuad programsfor application materids.

Pre-Pharmacy Club

The pharmacy clubisdesigned to hel p studentsachievetheir goasrelated to
any areaof the pharmacy field, including but not limited to careerssuch as
pharmaci sts, pharmacy technicians, and pharmaceutica sales
representatives. Thisclubisawaysopento new memberswho aretaking
pre-pharmacy coursesor anyonewhoisinterested inlearning more about
thisfied. E-mail: prepharm@uoregon.edu



